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EVOLUTION 
1993-96 – Scenes/2 person tours 
•  1993 - “Shakespearean Scenes” 
•  1994 - “Shakespeare’s Supernatural” 

•  1995 - 2 tours: “Shakespeare’s                         
Supernatural” & “Shakespeare in                            
Disguise” 

•  1996 - “Coming of Age” 

 

 



1997 - HIATUS 



1998 – REBORN 

NEW MODEL 
•  6 Actors 
•  80 minute plays 

•  1998 – Macbeth 
•  1999 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
•  2000 – Romeo and Juliet 
•  2001 – As You Like It 
•  2002 – Julius Caesar 
•  2003 – Twelfth Night 



2004 - GROWTH 
2004 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
2005 – The Merchant of Venice 
2006 – The Comedy of Errors 
2007 – Othello 
2008 – Much Ado About Nothing 
2009 – Romeo and Juliet 
2010 – Twelfth Night 
2011 – As You Like It 
2012 – Macbeth 
2013 – The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
2014 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 



THEATRICALLY 
EDUCATIONAL DAY 
•  Load in/Set up 
•  Performance/Talk Back 
•  Lunch 

•  Workshops 

•  Departure 



COMPOSITION OF THE 
COMPANY 

8 Experienced 
Actor-Teachers 



OPEN HEART 



PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
Workshop Structures 
•  Stage Combat 
•  Language 

•  Performance 

•  Relevance 



REHEARSAL ROOM 
PEDAGOGY 
Embodied learning in the classroom where students treat 
Shakespeare’s text as a living text open to interpretation and 
discovery in the same way actors treat the text in the 
rehearsal room.  
This approach to the workshops helps students see that they 
can build a personal relationship with the text that moves 
beyond the more objective rendering often occurring when 
the texts are viewed as ‘literature.’  
~Anton Franks, Pat Thomson, Chris Hall & Ken Jones (2014) Teachers, Arts 
Practice and Pedagogy, Changing English: Studies in Culture and Education, 21:2, 
171-181 

 



CHALLENGES 
•  Preparation and Ownership 
•  Working with Diverse Groups 
•  Classroom Management 

•  Classroom Teacher Involvement 



REFLECTIVE 
PRACTICE - PRAXIS 
•  Deliberate 
•  Ongoing 
•  Oral and Written 

•  Peer to Peer Coaching 



EVIDENCE OF IMPACT 
•  Surveys 
•  Actor-Teacher reflections/surveys 
•  School participation over time 



PLEASE RATE THE PERFORMANCE QUALITY 
OF A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM. 

Answered: 53    Skipped: 0 



SAMPLE TEACHER 
COMMENTS 
• The materials presented ahead of the production were very 
useful. Also this program inspired a group to hire a private 
language arts teacher to lead a five week class on Two Gents 
which ended the week of the event!  
• I'm impressed with the performances and the actors every 
single year.  Living in Montana, so few kids are exposed to live 
theater and a culture that truly glorifies and appreciates the Arts, 
so it's lovely to expose my students to theater - and to 
Shakespeare no less - because Montana Shakespeare in the 
Schools performances may be the only play they see all year 
long. I applaud [the actors’] abilities to relate to the kids, remain 
positive influences on them, and teach them about acting one-
on-one.  Their passion for what they do is evident, and that 
makes all the difference.  Bravo! 
• The players know how to engage the students in meaningful 
drama activities.  
 



PLEASE RATE THE PERFORMANCE QUALITY 
OF A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM. 

Answered: 317    Skipped: 1 



WAS THE POST SHOW DISCUSSION HELPFUL?  

Answered: 308    Skipped: 10 



WHAT DID YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT THE 
PRODUCTION? (YOU CAN SELECT MULTIPLE 
ANSWERS) 

Answered: 314    Skipped: 4 



STUDENT COMMENTS 
2013 
• Language 
– Make the play easier to understand  
• Design 
– Use a real dog in the play  
• Space 
– Better seats in a real theatre  
• Volume 
– Use a microphone  
• Nothing!  

 



ACTOR TEACHER 
HIGHLIGHTS 
•  Individual conversations  

•  The actor-teachers enjoyed the opportunity to talk with students about 
studying theatre in college. It was great to the wheels turning in a kid we 
performed for just a few hours before.  

•   Making Connections  
•  We went back and forth for several minutes, sharing our thoughts on 

various theories about Hamlet as a character (Is he really crazy? Is it all 
an act? Is he actually in love with his mother?) We didn't land on any 
conclusions, but it was thrilling to talk with a                                       
student who was not only interested in                                     
Shakespeare, but was willing                                                 to challenge 
common perceptions of his plays. 

 



SCHOOL 
PARTICIPATION 2014 
School Participation 2014  
•  Over 1⁄2 of the 47 schools are repeating schools • 9 of the 

47 have hosted MSIS every year since 2004.  
•  Each year there is only room for 4 – 6 new schools.  

•  I was in the bathroom before the show and a girl came in 
and said "Are you one of the actors?" Which I replied "yes! 
are you going to see the show?" she said "yes! I'm so 
excited!" and I said “is this your first time seeing an SIS 
show?” and she said, “NO! That’s why I’m so excited, 
because they are so good!” 

 



CHALLENGES FOR 
ASSESSMENT 
•  Teacher and student participation  
•  Assessing student learning  
•  Maintaining and building on-going connections with 

teachers in the classroom  
 



MONTANA PBS AND 
BEYOND! 


